
 

 

 

 

 

 

Brackenridge Estate Quarterly Newsletter 

September 2018 

 

Dear Homeowners, 

Introduction 

The Estate in general is in good shape and looking lush after the good rains of recent times. 

The infrastructure stood up well to 150mm of rain over a two day period with minimal damage to roads 

and gardens. 

Roodefontein Dam is now 100% full and water supply secured for the upcoming influx of swallows, tourists 

and holiday makers. 

Bitou Council remains silent regarding the proposed prosecution of the Mayor and his cronies for alleged 

misappropriation of funds and the area in general is calm in relation to service protests. 

Plett Response/Watch continue to assist a very inexperienced and undermanned SAP in keeping crime at 

bay but are continually frustrated by a flawed prosecution process and release of known perpetrators.  

Security (contribution from Wesley Andrew) 

I am very proud to announce that Brakenridge Estate has been incident free for almost 3 years and 11 

months. This is a great achievement for our estate.   

Our Security upgrades on the Estate have been working really well with respect to our new access control 

system. These units are hand held scanners that capture visitor and contractor credentials on entering our 

estate. This allows us to track persons down should the need arise. I would personally like to thank all for 

having patience while we dealt with the “teething “ phase of the new system. We are now looking into 

equipping the night shift security offices with Sefeko real-time monitoring devices. A trial unit will 

determine if this is what we need to enhance our levels of security. 

 As you are aware we have now reached over 20 houses being built, thus we have increased the security 

patrols around the estate focusing on the areas where construction is taking place. As mentioned before 

this activity comes with a high volume of contractors on sites and in the estate, and by no means can 

contactors be seen walking around off site. If this happens please contact me immediately.  

December is just around the corner and we are expecting a busy season on the estate, so please make sure 

that when driving around the estate you stick to the rules of the road and when out of the estate that your 

houses are locked up.  

 



 

Lastly we have issued all our security staff with new smart uniforms. 

Yours in safety and security  

Wesley Andrew  

Water Restrictions 

Despite the good rains Council continues to apply restrictions on water usage and we continue to 

supplement from our bore hole. 

New Sign on Piesang Valley Road 

This is in hand and should be up prior to the Christmas holidays. 

Lower gate access road 

The entrance road at Maplin Drive has been severely damaged by building activity and presently is being 

repaired/upgraded. 

The road is being widened each side of the lower access gate to allow vehicles being security screened not 

to impede normal traffic. 

Traffic control 

This may sound like a stuck record but residents, yes residents continue to “cut” the circles despite newly 

placed speed bumps but the main gate still remains a potential accident area as daily narrow escapes occur 

where our residents do not stop at the stop sign. Perhaps name and shame time plus a fine is the only 

option. 

We still have a traffic conundrum re contractors entering the Estate and we are looking at options in this 

regard.  

Building Control and Sales Activity 

Health and Safety issues on site continue to be a daily challenge as has been mud and damage to our road 

system due to heavy vehicle activity. Our non-refundable building charge of R15 000 per erf is being spent 

to maintain this infrastructure particularly at the lower access road and gate. High activity in lower Bitou 

Glade has caused a bit of havoc but hopefully 7 of these homes will be complete by December 2018. 

Three homes have been completed in the quarter and four started, bringing a total of 23 under 

construction. Five stands have changed hands in the quarter and enquiries continue in this regard. 

New Website 

The new website appears to have gained positive press but the portals are not being utilised by residents 

as anticipated. 

Please use the portal for any comments on amendments to our draft Constitution which was sent out 

under separate mail. 

This newsletter is posted on the website and will in future not be sent out in bulk to each homeowner. 

 

 

 



Finances 

The Estate continues to be on a sound financial footing with year to date spending within the budget. 

Capex/extraordinary spend on a new garbage/store/change room has progressed to final plan stage and 

agents are still scouting for a tractor and bush cutter in the price range we are looking to spend.  

The new budget has been proposed and accepted by the Trustees and this will be tabled for ratification at 

our next AGM. 

Fibre 

Problems continue on an individual basis which we try to address when brought to our attention. We are 

gathering complaints re billing to act as a combined force. 

Although it may not be well known the intercom telephone provided with the fibre installation has to have 

electrical support in order to communicate. As a consequence of the power cuts we have had recently, 

Brian Madeley has managed to source 3.2A battery backup power supply units which are available through 

the HOA at a cost of R800 each. 

Taxi fares/Entrance to Brackenridge 

At the request of residents a meeting was held with taxi operators re the increased fare and pick up points. 

In a nutshell the R500 per month from Kwano to the Estate including into the Estate ensures a ride 5 days a 

week for the entire month for around R22 per day  

If your maid/gardener only works once or twice a week then you do not need to pay this, but a ride is not 

guaranteed.  

A one way ride from Kwano to Brackenridge gate is R22 so effectively a huge monthly discount is enjoyed. 

Garbage & recycling collection 

An appeal goes out to all (most do) to please recycle and place this in the yellow bags provided at security. 

We are targeting 80% of garbage to be recycled. 

Our new recycle/garbage building has been designed on the basis that each homeowner will recycle. 

Trustee meeting 

A Trustee meeting was held on the 2nd October 2018, minutes of which will be posted in due course. 

Constitution 

The Trustees have been relooking at the Constitution and have engaged the services of Attorney Newton 

van der Mescht to revamp and update the document incorporating law changes and deleting all reference 

to the Developers. 

This draft will be circulated under separate email and I urge all to read this carefully and send 

queries/concerns to this office (or use our portal) such that prolonged discussion at the AGM can hopefully 

be avoided. 

ARC Conference 

The General Manager attended an ARC conference recently and can report back that residents in 

Brackenridge are indeed fortunate to live geographically where we are in South Africa and to still enjoy 

minimum disruption with regards to service delivery. 



This coupled with the low levy for an Estate of this size and low water and electricity tariffs makes for a 

behind the scene comfort not enjoyed by most. Our bore hole and filtration plant were the envy of most 

estates. 

It was also abundantly clear that problems on other Estates with regards to residents’ squabbles and 

litigation were a function of the stresses and security problems in other provinces as well as religion, 

traditional beliefs, racial tension and hidden agendas of Trustees adding to the cause. 

Abuse of GM’s was common where a low budget and remuneration restricted performance as well as 

possibly not attracting the best person for the position. 

Conflict resolution was all about GM personality and experience and when to say no. 

Builders Break 

Please note the builders break is from 14th December 2018 to 14th January 2019. 

Barking dogs 

This issue has again raised it head and all residents are once again asked to be mindful of your neighbours 

and leaving pets alone during the day. 

Under SA law, owners may not keep any dog that barks for more than 6 (six) minutes in any hour, or 3 

(three) minutes in every half an hour. 

Sports note 

The Estate has a few hard core mountain bike/road bike riders in our midst with Paul Owen, Brian 

Meacher, Ian Watt, David Brown and Shannon Frost to name a few (soon to be joined by John Bozman). 

In recent times however the “old” toppies Leon van Vrede (Ring of Kerry Ireland 180km) and Keith Miller 

(Prudential 100 miler (160km) London) have successfully kept the Brackenridge flag flying overseas and 

Shannon with Kevin Evans getting a podium position in Dr Evil. 

Well done to Ian and Dave for assisting in the organizing of the Tour de Plett and for Shannon, Brian, John 

and Keith competing in the various race categories. 

General 

Please remember that the 18th December 2018 at 17:00h has been set aside for the AGM. Let us make the 

AGM a celebration of the success of the year. 

 

Keith Miller, General Manager 


